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THE PREFACE. 


HIS trial is printed from the author's ſecond edi- 
tion, even without altering fuch phraſes as are 
peculiar to that denomination of chriſtians with whom 
he pau aſſociated, and whoſe ſtyle he adopted; 
and certainly the Quakers. ought to think themſelves 
honoured even by this kind of relation to Mr. Elwall. 
Such firmneſs in the cauſe of truth, and ſuch preſence 
of mind in aſſerting and vindicating it, as appear in 
this trial, are truly apoſtolical, and have had ut few 
examples fince the firſt promulgation of chriſtianity. 
It is impoſſible for an unprejudiced perſon to read this 
account of it (which 1s written with ſo much true fim- - 
plicity, perſpicuity, and ſtrength of evidence) without 
feeling the greateſt veneration for the writer, the fulleſt 
conviction and love of the truth, and a rtionable 
zeal in maintaining it. I ſhould even think it impoſ- | 
ſible for the moſt Jana perſon to read it attentive- 
ly, but, if he uſe no violence with his own mind, he 
will receive ſome favourable impreſſions both of the au · 
thor, and of that cauſe, which he ſupports with ſuch 
becoming dignity, and with a temper and diſpoſition 
of mind, in every reſpect worthy of a true chriſtian. 

So great was the force of truth on this memorable 
occaſion, that a reputable and honeſt jury, directed by 
a good. natured and ſenſible judge, acquitted the cri- 
minal contrary to the expreſs laws of this country, ac- 
cording to which this glorious man ought to have been 
ſentenced to a ſevere puniſhment, as a convicted and 
avowed blaſphemer. What muſt a lover of truth, and 
of free inquiry, as ſubſervient to truth, think of ſuch 
laws, and of the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution of the coun- 
tries in which they are in force! | | 
It is to be wiſhed that-ſuch a monument of the 1&1 
UMPH OF TRUTH might be conſtantly held out to the 
view of all mankind, and particularly in this country 
where it was exhibited. To render it a little more 
conſpicuous, and to ** it more generally uſeful, 
eſpecially to the lower claſs of people, who m_ — 
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4 THE PREFACE. 
little money to ſpare for the purchaſe of books; but 
who have as cood natural underſtandings, -and are as 
capable of * concerning important truths as the 

moſt opulent, and even the mit learned of cheir neigh- 
bours, a ſecond very large and cheap impreſſion of 
this pamphlet is now printed. | 

Inſtead of the extracts from the other writings of Mr, 
Elwall, which were given in the former edition of this 
pamphlet, I ſhall in this inſert a few paſſages from a 
treatiſe of Mr, Penn, the celebrated Quaker, bearing 
the following title, which, becauſe it is ſomething re- 
markable, 1 ſhall give at full length: The Sandy 
Foundation Shaken : or, "Thoſe ſo generally believed 
or applauded Doctrines, | | | 

| One God, ſubſiſting in three diſtin 
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and ſeparate perſons, FA 
The impoſlibility of God's pardoning | 
by ſinners, without a plenary ſatisfac- þ Refuted. 
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tion, | | 2-4 
[| The juſtification of impure perſons, 
by an imputative righteouſneſs; 1 
From the authority of ſcripture teſtimonies, and right 
reaſon ; By William Penn, jun. A builder on that 
foundation which cannot be moved. Bur 10 us there is 
but one God the Father, of whom are all things, 1 Cor. 
viii. 6, Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth ini- 
 guity ? He retaineth not his anger for ever, becauſe he 
delighteth in mercy, Micah vii. 18. For T will not ju/- 
tify the wicked, Exod, xxiii. 727. : 2 
For writing this piece Mr. Penn was, at the inſtiga- 
tion of the Biſhops, 1mpriſoned in the Tower, in 1668, 
and in this impriſonment, which continued about ſeven 
months, he wrote his famous treatiſe No cro/5 No crown. 
I am ſorry to add that at length, he wrote a letter to 
Lord Arlington, principal ſecretary of ſtate, and alfo 
| Publiſhed a ſhort piece, entitled Iunocence with her open 
Face, in which, without pretending to retract any ng 
that he had advanced before, he endeavoured to ſof- 
ten things, by aſſerting that he did not deny the eter- - 
nal deity of Chriſt. But when he explains himſelf, he 
only appears to have meant that the deity of the Father 
reſided in the Man Chriſt Jeſus, which is what every 
Socinian acknowledges. He aſſerts the unity of God 
- and of Chrift, . becauſe,” ſays he, * though ay 
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de Trial ef Mr. Eiwall. 5 
« nally diſtinguiſhed, yet they are eſſentially the fame 
« divine light;” p. 207, And again, having ſpoken 
of the Father, p. 269. as, one holy, juſt, merciful, 
« almighty, and etexnal God, he ſays that Chriſt 
is the ſame one, holy, juſt, merciful, almighty, and 


eternal God, who, in the fulneſs of time, took and 


« was manifeſt in fleſh.” | 4H Bit: | 
That this truly great man, who behaved with ſuch - 
heroic conſtancy upon other occaſions, ſhould have re- 
courſe to this unworthy prevarication, is truly lament- 
able. To have perſiſted in aſſerting the unity of God, 
though he had died in priſon in conſequence of it, 
would have been infinitely more to his honour than 
being the founder of Pennſylvania. . In the latter trea- 
tiſe, 52 he gives an honourable teſtimony to So- 
cinus, and perſiſts.in_diſclaiming the doctrines of in- 
finite ſatisfaction, and imputed righteouſneſs. 


The Tzfat of Mr. ELwaLL, Ec. 


| ECAUSE ſo many ' perſons have earneſtly de- 
fired to read this trial, I have here publiſhed a 

| ſecond edition of it, in order to encourage all 
honeſt men, who have the eternal law of God 

on their fide, not to fear the faces of priefts, who are 
generally the grand adverfaries of liberty and truth; 
and the baſtions and bulwarks of all ceremonies, fop- 
peries, and abſard doctrines that are in the world, 
I do this for the _ of the Moſt High God, and 
for the honour of his facred law, and for the good of 
all my fellow-creatures ; that they may obey God, and 


not man; Chriſt, and not the pope ; the prophets and 


apoſtles, and not prelates and prieſts ; and God know- 
| deſire, that alt religion and 
ſpiritual things may be perfectly free, neither forced 
nor hindered ; this — the true liberty of the goſpel 
of Juſut Chrift, who ſaĩd, The ling: of the 1 
erciſe authority, but it ſhall not be 


with you, 
About fourteen ago, I wrote a book entitled, 


A True Teſtimony for God and his ſacred Law; 


« being a plain, honeſt defence of the firſt command- 
4 ment of God, againft all the 'Trinitarians under 
* heaven, Thou al bade d other Gods but ne. 1 

| 4 3 lived 


6 . Trial 11 Elwell c 
lived chen at Welverhanjton, in Staſferuſbre, where 
my anceſtors have lived above eleven hundred 
ſince the Saxons conquered the Britons. 
| en this book was publiſhed, the prieſts in the 
country began to rage, eſpecially the prieſts of Welver- 
3 Who had a great hand in the ſeveral troubles 
I underwent. . In ſhort, they never ceaſed till they had 
procured a large indiftment againſt me at Stafford 
afſizes ; where I felt the power of God, _enabling me 
to ſpeak before a very great number of people; being 
accuſed of hereſy, &c. But I truly anſwered as my 
beloved brother Paul did in his 2 viz. In that way 
ewhich * call here Pri „ chuſe 1 to ſerve the God of m 
| fathers, believing all that is auritten in the law and the 
. prophets. 


| - Angie kong indicment was read, I was aſked if 


pleaded billy, or not guilty. I faid J was not 
pre of pon evil, that I knew of, in writing that 
but meant whether I wrote the book 

not (for hey bad quoted many p f- the book 
in that indiQment) I Ae I did write it; and that 
if J might have hbe I believed I ſhould 

make it manifeſt to be he in truth of God. 

Then the Judge ſtood up, and ſaid, . Mr. Elual, 
% Tſuppoſe you have had a copy of your inditment ?” 
I cold Em 1 I had not had any copy of it. Upon which 
he turned towards the prieſts, and told — «my 


rt to have had a copy of it. But the r not an- 


g: he turned to me, wel ſaid, That 1 
phe Tre ball, and be bound to appear at the — — 


would defer my trial till then. But I told him, 1 


| would not give bail, neither ſhould any man de hound 
for me; that if the Prince of Vales himſelf would, he 


mould not; for, ſaid I, I have an innocent breaſt, und 
I have injured no man; and therefore I deſe no 
other favour, but that I may have Party: 9 plead to 


the nee, Es 1 5 2 
; n W e courteou ou 

The Judge having 3 liberty o . vey 
the "went, I began my ſpeech with the ſacred Gr 
commandment of God, viz.. Thou bawe.no ather 
Gets but Me. I inſiſted upon the word Me being a fin- 
. and that it was plain and certain, that God 
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when a certain ruler came to aſk him which was the 


"hat thou mighte/t+ know, | ] 

rink or Bim; made 
4% I told them, chat from 

and bim, and his, it 3 God was 
one - ſingle be, or bim, or bis. 


of 
off 
of — and uſer Wc. they 
rinity, not of God's 3 
oy that monſtrous 


bes 7 told chat all the propbets witneſſed 
to the wuch of 'the ſame: pure uncorrupted . Unitarian 
doctrine of "one God, and no. other but be: de 
net all am Father, hath vor ung Co created us 7 Then 
I told them the-words of God to Abrabam, 28 
de prog ere 75am e ew wa and b 
ma To whom will ye liken me, or fo 
r holy. One, not - holy Thee 1 
de e the words Me and One did utterly ex- 


clude any ' rnd exe Gd hn g God, — On - 
ſingle Me; and God himſelf often teſtifies the 


lame truth, by ſaying, Is there any God bebe Me # 
And then tells us plainly, There is 2 Gd, I know not * 
any: ' am the Lord, and there is none eſe ; there is no 
God befider me. Iſaiah Av. 5. 
- Now, ſaid I., let God be true, but every man 2 ar, 
is, every man that contradicteth him; for he is 
the God of backe e fays, 7 3? p my band to beaver, 
1 jay, I live for ever. - 
frer-I had pleaded; many texts in the Old Teda- 
ment, 1 to enter the New; and told them, that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the prophet, like unto Mo/er, 
held forth the ſame dodrine that Moſer had done; for 


44 . firſt 


Aut one god; and tells us who that One God is, that 


- 


And the ſcribe ſaid, Thou haſt an/wwered rigbt, for there 
is but one God, and there is no other but he, &c. Then 1 
mentioned the words of Chriſt, in the xviith of. Jet 
and ver. 3, as very remarkable and worthy of all their 
obſervation: Th7s is life eternal, to know tber the only true 
God, and Feſus Chrift whom thou haft ſent. And then 
I turned my face directly to the prieſts (my proſecutors, 
who all ſtood on the right fide of the judge.) No ſaid 
I, fince the lips of the. bleſſed Jeſus,' which always 
ſpoke the truth, ſays, his father is the only — ; 
who is he, and who are they that dare ſet up another, 
in contradiction to my bleſſed Lord, who ſays, his fa- 
ther is the only true God? Oo 0 |! 
And I ſtopped here, to ſee if any of them would an- 
ſwer; 'but the power of God came over them, fo that 
all their mouths were ſhut up, and not one of them 
ſpake a word. So that I turned about over my left 

alder, and warned the people in the fear of God; 
not to tgke their religious. ſentiments from men, but 
from God; not from the Pope, but from Chriſt; not 


from Prelates nor Prieſts, büt from the Prophets and 


Apoſtles. . * 
And then I turned towards the judge, and told him, 
that I was the more convinced of the truth of what I 
had ſaid, from the words of my bleſſed Lord; who ſuid, 
Call no man Father here upon earth ; fbr one is your Father, 
ven God. And call no man Mafter, for one is your Mas 
ter, even Chrift, From hence, ſaid I, I deduce this 
natural inference, That in all things that are of a ſpi- 
ritual nature, we ought to take our religion from God 
and his prophets, from Chriſt and his apoſtles. It will 
be too long to mention all the texts and proofs that 
I made uſe of; I will only add one or two, as that of 
Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5. 4 where the apoſtle tells us, 
there is no other God bit one; for though there be that are 


called gods (as there be gods many, and lords alavy Y both 


in heaven ana earth; but to us there is but one God, the 
Father, of whom are all things.: So chat I told them, 
here was a plain demonſtration ; for he ſays, qbere is 
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The Trial of Mr. Elwall. . 
is, the Furber.. And therefore no other perſon cou 


be God but the Father only; and what I had wrote in 


my book was the plain truth, and founded on God's 
own. words, ting e have no cther Gods but me. 
In ſhort; I coul 


plainly, that out of "envy tht Priefis had done it. I 
then began to ſet before them the odious nature of that 
hell- born nciple of perſecution, and that it was 


hatched in Hell; that it never came from Jeſus Chriſt; 
that he and his followers were often perſecuted them. 
ſelves, but they never perſecuted any; that we had 


now a very 1 inſtance of it by the Papiſts at 
Dorn; where they firſt took away the ſchools where 
our brethren the Proteſtants educated their children; 
then they took away the places of their religious wor- 


ſhip; then they put them in priſons ; then confiſcate 
their eftates, and,. laſt of all, took away their lives. 


Now we can cry out loud enough againſt this, and 
ſhew the inhumanity, cruelty, and barbarity of it; but 
faid I, if we, who call ourſelves Proteſtants, ſhall be 
found acting in the ſame' ſpirit, againſt others, the 
crime will be greater in us in them; becauſe we 
have attained to greater degrees of light than they. _ 

However, I told them, that I had put my houſe in 


order, and made up my accounts with all men as near 


as I could': And that as I owed:no man here any thing, 
ſo I would not pay a penny towards. this proſecution. 
And that I was ſure of it, that whatever the they laid 
on me, or whatever hole or priſon, ſaid I, ye thruſt 
me into, I ſhall find God's | 
as I feel it this day : And bs A ſpeech. 

Upon this a Juſtice of the peace, one Rupert 
Kumpatch, got up, went to the Judge, laid his hand 
upon the Judge's ſhoulder, and ſaid, My Lord, I 


know this man to be an honeſt man; and what I ſay, 
I ſpeak not by hear-ſay, but experience; for I was his- 


next door neighbour three years. Alſo, another juſtice 
ſpoke to the ſame effect. Then the Judge ſpoke to 
me; Mr. Ekwall, I perceive you have ſtudied very 
deeply into this controverſy ; but have you ever con- 


any of our reverend clergy and biſhops of the 


church of England. I anſweren, Yes, IL have; and. 
| Ag among 


plainly perceive there was a general 
convincement through the court, The judge and juſtices 
of the peace did not Hke proſecution ; but ſaw 


ving preſence with me, 
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10 The Trial of My. Elwall. 

among others, the Archbi op of Canterbury himſelf, 
with whom J have exchanged ten letters, viz. four I 
have had from him, and fix he has had from me. (At 
which words, all the prieſts ſtared very earneſtly.) 
Well, ſays the Judge, and was not the Archbiſhop 
able to give you ſome ſatisfaction in theſe points, Mr, 
Zlwall? I ſaid, No; but rather quite the reverſe; for 
that in all the letters I ſent to the Archbiſhop, I 

rounded my arguments upon the words of God. | 

Bis prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles ; but in his an- 
ſwers to me, he referred me to acts of parliament, and 
declarations of ſtate, &c, whereas I told the Biſhop, 
in one of my letters, that I wondered a man of his 
natural and acquired abilities, ſhould be ſo weak as ta 
turn me over to human authorities, in things of a di- 
vine nature ; for though in all things that are of a tem- 
ng nature, and concern the civ 1 44 - ws be 
ſubect to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's ſake ; 
— from the kinę — 4 the Pak down to the 
meaneſt officer in a land; but in things that are 
of a ſpiritual nature, and concern my faith, my wor. 
ſhip of God, and future ſtate, I would call no man 
father here © * earth, nor regard either popes or 
c-uncils, prelates or prieſts of any denomination, nor 
convocations, nor afſemblies of divines ; but obey God 
and his prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles. Upon which 
the Judge anſwered, Well, if his Grace of Canterbury 


was not able to give you ſatisfaction, Mr. Ekwall, T 


believe I ſhall not; and fo ſet down and reſted him; for 
I think he had ſtood up for near an hour and a quarter. 

Then he ſtood up again, and turning to the prieſts, 
talked ſoffly to them. I did not hear what he ſaid. 
or what they ſaid to him; but I gueſſed from what 


the Judge ſaid next; for, fays he, Mr. Ekwahl, you 
cannot but be ſenfible' that what you have writ, being 
contrary to the commonly received doctrines of the 


church, it has given offence to ſome” of your neigh- 
bours, and particularly to the clergy;, are. you willing 
to promiſe, before” the face of the country here, that 
you will not write any more on this head? I anſwered, 
God forbid 1 ſhould niake thee any ſuch promiſe; for 
when I wrote this book, I did it in the fear of God; 


and I did not write it to pleaſe the church of Rome, 
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them, which Idid; and aſterwards, as Iwas walking 
the ſtreet, ſome perſons hove up a great ſaſh-window 


Tbe Trial of Mr. Elwall. 11 
{and ; but to pleaſe that God who gave me my breath ; 


and therefore, if at any time I find myſelf drawn forth 


to write in defence of this ſacred commandment, 
or any other of the ten, I I ſhall do it in the 
ſame: ſpirit of ſincerity as I have done this. And 1 
perceived the Judge was not in any wiſe diſpleaſed at my 
Foneſt plain, bold anſwer ; but rather his heart ſeem- 
ed to be knit in love to me; and he ſoon declared 
me acquitted : And then the clerk of the arraigns, 
or afſizes, ſtood up, and ſaid, Mr. EIwall you are 


acquitted ; you my go out of court when you pleaſe. 


80 I went awa h a very t croud of peo- 
ple (for it was thought hare — people 
at the trial) and having ſpoken long I was a- thirſt, fo 
went to a well and drank. Then went out of town by 
a river-ſide, and looking about and ſeeing no one 
near, I kneeled down on the bank of the river, and 
ſent up my thank offering to that good God who had 
delivered me out of their hands. i of oh 

_ a * 8 — 
up and gone to er; a ce ot peace ano 

an — and would have me to eat and drink with 


and invited me up to them; and when Tentred the room, 
I found ten or a dozen perſons, moſt of them juſtices of 


the peace; and amongſt them a Prieſt, whom they 
called Doctor. One of the A took me by the 


hand, and ſaid, Mr. E/wall, L am heartily glad to ſee 
you, and I was glad to hear you bear your teſtimony ſo 

dly as you did. Yea, ſays another juſtice, and I was 
lad to ſee Mr. Ekwall come off with flying colours as 
did: Upon which the Prieſt ſaid (in a very bitter 
manner) He ought to have been hanged. I turned unto 
him, and ſaid, Friend, I perceive thou doft not know 


wwhat ſpirit thou art ; for the ſon of man came not to d- 


Arey, But to ſave: But thou wouldeſt have me deftroy- 
ed. Upon which one of the juſtices faid, How, now 
Doctor, did not you hear one of the juſtices. ſay, that 
he was an honeſt man, and that what he ſaid, was not 
by hear-ſay, but by experience, and would have 
honeſt men hanged, Doctor > Is this 
So that the Prieſt ſaid but little more for ſome time: 
So Itook leave of the juſtices, and took horſe for Mi- 


| . 


— — . — . 2 — ” 


9 . 
„ 
5 * 4+ EE ERS — 
— — ↄD— ad . . * 4 — 
* 
. - 


i — 


* 
—ͤ—— — ——p̃—— ꝰ —— —— r e — 88 


12 The Trial of Mr. Elwalt. 
verbampron, for I knew there would he great joy in my 
family, for the common people all 5 
my being fined and 'imprifoned. But a farmer that 


lived near, who had been upon the jury ut Stafford, 
got to torn before 2d and the pedple. went up 
and aſked him, What have they done with Mr. £/wall-? 


En they put him in priſon ? He anſwered t No, he 
« preached there an hour together, and our p: uld 


y never a word. What muſt they put 8 
2 — I told cur foreman of the jury, Mr. Zlwall 
« was an man, and his father was an honeſt man, 
_ « T knew him very well;” ſo they wereall damped. But 
there was great joy in my family, and among all my 
friends : , living praiſes be attributed to that 
good God who delivered me out of their hands! 
Chriſt never told us of that ſcandalous Popiſh i inven- 
tion, of his human nature praying to his divine nature; 
but, like a true obedient 8on of God, ſubmitted to 
death, even that cruel death which the hatred and en- 


He ry 
cau nly and truly told them | 
blindneſs, pride, — an | An 


therefore God rai/ed bim from the dead ; and — 


faithfulneſs, God has exalted him 10 be @ prince and a 


22 maCraeargtes pc. ip — x7 17-4 
God gave him to teach; that denying ungodlineſs and 
fenful Iufts, we ſhould live foberly and righteouſly in this 
world. Then are we bis diſciples indeed, when aue do 
thoſe things that be Math commanded. Then ſhall we be 
ſaved, not by the merits of Chrift, that is another Po- 
piſli invention/; for he never did any thing but what 
was his d to do; and therefore could not merit any 
thing for ; but he taught us the true way tu ſind 
acceptance with God, and that was by doing the ill 

_ of his Father which is in heaven ; patty aac, — 
way, the truth, and the life, becauſe no el ante 
the Father, but by that way. | 
Nether did he make ſatis faction 10 God for ng ke 
was inhale 3 and what God never required: But 

| 4 but rather 

| that they would dur From * : and le, out of 
the immeaſurable height and depth of his love; direct- 
ed our Lord Jeſas Chrift to teach mankind à never- 
failing way of being reconciled to God; and that was 
by ſincere repentance and reformation. This was the. 
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— — . — ; Repent- pe, for 


1 and 
by that beautiful excellent parable of the 
he illuſtrates the tender mercy of his God, — our 
God, ob his Father and cur Father, with ſatis- 
faction. The nate Father required none at all, 


compaſſio 
but humble conſeſſion and ſubiniſſion, with ſincene re- 


pentance, and reformation; and then comes the be 


robe, the ring, the hen, and tl furrad calf, to demon- 


ſtrate the paternal acceptance without ſatis faction or ſa- 


— & —— avbich be will 


never refuſe ; for he can as ſoon ceaſe. to be! God, 2 
3 

And. as to the. Trinitarians, nothing is more 
than that they feed upon aſhes ; a — N 
turned them” afide, becauſe they will not wake uſe of 


thoſe rational faculties os Godhath given them ; nor 


ſay, IN there not a riebt hand otherwiſe 
would never N the 2 2 ſus, nw; ety 


moſt high God to be « plural 


For av to the Holy hoſt (che hi rd Ge) It is evi. 


dently no difind p Fo God; any more than a 
N. da from the man; ſo that 


* God b G „ 35 manifelt rom 
25 and reafon, Gen. vi ſhall 8 
alxoayf ne wird man: And 7 DE 22 moved 
upon the face of the waters : e Let there 2 
Abr aud there was light. And God ſaid, 'Let there be 
firmament in the miaſt "the waters, - And Gad madt 7 


things by the word of Bis power. So that the word of 


„and the ſpirit, of God, are not diſtinct 


from God, but the power of God, and the energy of 


God. 80 the word of a man, and the ſpirit of a man, 
are not diſtinct perſons from the man, but the man 
himſelf; if his word be falfe, 'or is ſhire he wickets 
the man is falfe and wicked. | 
The ſame degree of ftupi 7 that leads Trinitarlans 
to call the word of God, and e ſpirit of God, diſtin 
perſons; would lead them to call the wiſdom of God, 
oO the love of God, the peace of 
the dee. diſtinct 
e ;* ard Ra hte God to be a Trinity of T * 
EO WO God is expreſly called by theſe 


— 


'of beawm;s at band. le tells us, Ian nf 


a . 


a... 
* i 


2 Extrafts from Penn's D 
But whoſoever goes about to father this abſurd and 
horrid doctrine of Prinity upon Jeſus Cbriſt, do egregi- 
ouſly abuſe him; who told us plainly, 5, Father was 
greater than be; and that he could do nothing of him/elf, 
which is a demonſtration that he is not God: For we 
are ſure God is omni potent, and can do all things of 
himſelf ; being ſelf- exiſtent and n ſu- 

reme creator of the univerſe; and in this it is, that the 

— triumph as unanſwerable, believing in Jeſa: 
Cbriſt, who told us his Father was the only true God, 

Jobs ael.d$- 7 ee eine 
P. S. By theſe laſt words of Chriff, I myſelf was 
convinced many years ago. 


z <= 


| Extraft from Pens Sandy Foundation Shaken, 


H recited ſeveral texts in proof of the 


proper unity of God, he adds * The before cited 


. ſcriptures undeniably prove that one is God, and God, 


only is that holy one; therefore he cannot be divided 
into, or ſubſiſt in an holy three, or three diſtin& and 
| ſeparate holy ones. Neither can this receive the leaſt 

prejudice from that frequent but impertinent diſtinc- 
tion, that he is one in ſubſtance, but three in 
or ſubſiſtences; ſince God was not declared or believ- 
ed incompleatly, or without his. ſubſiſtence : Nor did 
he require homage from his creatures, as an incom- 


pleat or abſtracted being, but. as God the holy one: 


or ſo he ſhould be manifctted and worſhipped without 
that which was abſolutely neceſſary to himſelf: So that 


Either the teſtimonies of the aforementioned ſcriptures. 


are to be believed concerning God, that he is intirely 


** * 


and compleatly, not abſtractly and diſtinctly, the hol 


one, or elſe their authority to be denied by theſe Tri- 
nitarians: And on the contrary, if they pretend to 


credit thoſe holy teſtimonies, they muſt neceſſatily con · 
clude their kind of trinity a fiction. * = 

If there be three diſtinct and 
three diſtin and ſeparate ſubſtances, - .every 
perſon is inſeparable from its own ſubſtance ; and as 
there 1s no perſon that's not a ſubſtance in common ac- 
ceptation —_ ſo do the ſcriptures plentifully 


| agree herein: And fince the Father is God, the Son js 
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nd Spirit 
three diſtin ſubſtances, 
tinct Gods. * 2 | 


' Before I ſhall ; it's 
CD 


endeavour to reconcile them with that holy record, 
Know then, my friend, twas born above three hun- 
dred years after the ancient goſpel was declared; and 
that through the nice diſtinctions, and too daring eu- 
rioſity of the Biſhop of Alexandria, who bejng as hot- 
ly oppoſed by Arius, their zeal ſo reciprocall 
the fire of contention, animoſity, and perſecution, till 
at laſt they ſacrificed each other to their mutual revenge. 
Thus it was conceived in 
and maintained by cruelty ; for though he that was 
ſtrongeſt, impoſed his opinion, perſecuting the con- 
trary, yet the ing on the trinitartan fide, it 


ſcale turni 
has there continued through all the Romiſk generations. 
Be therefore cautioned, Reader, not to embrace the 
determination of prejudiced councils, for evangelical 
doctrine; which the ſcriptures bear no certain teſti- 


dderation chan his own love. 


For 


* A 
4 


y blew 


ance, brought forth - 


n od forgiving God, it is not inoon- 
ent with his nature to remit, without any other eon- 


| be will hays mercy upon. him, and to our God, for 


that God is to forgi 


: 9 which is not only p4 


16 Exiracts. from Penn's. | 
For if ye turn again to the Lord, the Lord your God it 
gracious and merciful, and will nos turn bis face away 
ron you. Where bow natural is it to © that 
God's remiſſion i is grounded on their repentance; and 


not that it is impo ble for God to pardon, without 


Plenary ſatisfaction, fince the poſlibility, nay, certainty 
of the contrary, viz. His grace and mercy, is the 
great motiye or nen of chat agen, A invitation to 
xeturn. Gn 

Lee the wicked 8 bit away, and the 40 
man his thoughts, aud let him return unto tb Lord, and 
r he 


will abundantly pardon. _ Come, let the unprejudiced 
Judge, on _ ſcripture doctris e, is not very remote 


Crit py his nature argive fin, therefore let 


1 full ſatisfaction, or he will certainly be 
we ut Our wy ' as we forgive our — "Oh 
Whew "Ad py 


; which 1s 8 ſubſtance of that 9 
ing can be more obvious, than that which 
3s forgiven, is not paid: And if it is our duty to for- 
give our debtors, without a ſatisfaction received, and 
us, as we forgive them, then is 
2 fatisfaftion totally excluded: How moſt unworthy 
therefore is it of, God, and ———— may I juſtly 


AN eng neſs is im- 
dat 2 
to men. 


* chat I can by no means W . 
clare, that the ſcriptures of truth, are not only ſilent in 


reference to this doctrine of rigid ſatisfo@#ion, but that 
its altogether inconſiſtent with the dignity of God, and 


very repugnant to the conditions, nature, and tendency. 
of that ſecond 8 nn which, their teſti- 


uy is ſo clear. 


I This Dedrine **. fron ey Rego. : 


Since God is to be ſatisfied, ang that Chriſt is God, 
he couſeq is to be ſatisfied ; and who ſhall ſatisfy 


his infinite juſtice ? 
But if Chriſt has ſatisfied God the Father, Chriſt be- 


ing alſo God, twill follow then mat he has ſatioſied 


2 which cannot be, 
But 


obliged 
have abe us, nor did he Chriſt the laſt farthing, ſo 
that the acknowledgments are peculiarly the Son's; 
which deſtroys tha whole curtent of fcripture-teſtzmany, 
for his good will towards men. O the infamous. ges- 


Is this: your retribution, Q injuregus 
But many more are-the 
mies thing tue the > pars Kain of this POINTS 


ſtroy the works of the devi 


Sandy Foundation. Gelen 


| „ 
But ſince God the Father was once to be catiefied, 


and that it in ionpoſſible he ſhould:do it pimſelf, nor 


yet the Son or Spirit, becauſe the ſame God; it na- 
turally follows, 1 the debt remains ee and hoſe 
nen thys far are ſill at a las. 1 


Cutie. irreligious * mee 
It n only tack ance the tree virtue and 


real intent. of Chrift's life and death, but intirely de- 


prives God of ef aan © which je owing to his great- 
4 love and 
It repreſents the Son more kind and. compaſſionate 


than the Father; whereas if both be . $4 God, 


then elther the Father is ng e the Hap, or che Ban 


as angry as the "mate 


t n oy wr ers man beholding, or in. 3. leaſt 
ſince by their docttine he would- not 


5 


Mogan gon omg of che inßnite g 


Setiefattion/ts? 
the grofs abſurdities and. blaſphe- 


cat . * FF from the dun 
native E 18 


It makes God guilty of what the ſ ſays is an 

mination, to wit, * he juſti fies 1e wicked. 

It flattors nen, whilſt ſubjea to the world's. luſts, 
with a ſtate of juſtification, and thereby invalidates 
the very end of Chriſt's « , Which-was to de- 
nd take away the fins of 
the world 3 a quite — pe fe than what the Ha- 
li faction, and Imputarians of our times have ima- 
gined, via. to ſatisſy for their fins, and by his imput- 
ed righteouſneſs, e them rn him, whilſt 
cr in N Ti 


| Cen- 


ö 
g 


1  - Extratls from Pens 


p " 70 ; 
f H Us Reader, have T led thee through thoſe 
three fo generally applauded doQtrines, whoſe 
confutation I hope, though thou haſt run, thou haſt 
read; and now I call the righteous God of heaven to 
bear me record, that IJ have herein ſought nothing be- 
low the defence of his unity, mercy» and puri i 
the rude and impetuous aſſaults of tradition, preſs and 
Ipit, from whence I daily hear, what rationally in- 


— me to believe, a conſpiracy is held by counter. 


plots, to obſtruct the Exaltation of truth, and to betray 


evangelical doctrines, to idle traditions : But God will 


rebuke the winds, and deſtruction ſhall attend the ene- 
mies of his anointed. Miſtake me not, we never have 
diſowned a Father, Word, and Spirit, which are one, 
but men's inventions: For, 1. Their Trinity has not 
ſo much as a foundation in the ſcriptures. 2. Its ori- 
ginal was three hundred years after chriſtianity was in 
the world. 73. It having coſt much blood. In the 
- council of Sirmium, Anno 355, it was decreed, That 
 thenceforth the controverſy not be ae 
, cauſe the ſcriptures of God made uno mention „ 0 
then ſhould it — now with a Marenaths, 
on all that will not bow to this abſtruſe opinion. 4. 
And it doubtleſs has occaſioned . idolatry, witneſs the 
Popiſh images of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 5. It 
- ſcandalizes Turks, Jews, and Infidels, and palpably 
obſtructs their receptien of the chriſtian doctrine. 


xtratts from Dnnocency wwith her ofen Face. 


As for my being a Socinian, I muſt confeſs I have 
read of one Socinus, of (that they call) a noble family 
in Gene in _ who about the year 1574, being @ 
young man, voluntarily did abandon the glories, ple 
ſures, and honours of eat Duke of Tuſcany's Court 
at Florence (that noted place for all worldly delicacies 
and became a perpetual exile for his conſcience, whoſ 
parts, - wiſdom, 'gravity, and juſt behaviour made him 
the moſt famous with the Pol/onian and Tranſikvanian 
churches ; but I was never baptized into his name, and 
therefore deny that reproachful epithet ; and if in rm 


ty, againſt 
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Sandy Foundation Shaken. 19 
thing I acknowledge the verity of his doctrine, it is for 


' the truths ſake, ot which, in many things, he had a 


clearer x roſpe& than moſt of his contemporaries ; but 
not therefcr2 a Socinian, any more than a ſon of the 


 Engliſh-C urch, whilſt eſtzemed a 2uaker, becauſe I 
_ juſtify many of her principles, ſince the reformation, | 


againſt the Roman church. | 
N. B. All“ theſe ectriafts are made from the folio 

edition of Mr. Penn's works, Vol. I, printed London 

1726. : 


Farther obſervations concerning the Divinity of Chriſt. 


T Es T ſome common objections ſhould hinder the 
- reception. of the Jo truths contended for in 
this trial and extracts. I ſhall briefly conſider and reply 
to the principal of them. Tt is often ſaid that Chriſt 
"of his Sumanity only, whenever he repreſents 
himſelf as inferior to the Father, and dependent _ 
2 — 
4 hint interpre- 
tation, though, e the Trinitarians, it is ab- 
ſolutely ne to the true underſtanding of them. 
* Beſides, when it is applied to the paſſages in queſtion, 


It is far from making them either true in themſelves, or 


reeable to the obvious p and deſign of the 
Places in which they are introduced. I ſhall juſt men- 
tion a few, Could our Lord fay with truth, and 
rthy prevarication that the Father is 
rhe only true God, if any other perſon, not implied in 
the term Father, was as much the true God as him- 


ſelf? Now the term Father being | to 
what is called the f perſon in the cannot 
comprehend the Sen, who is called the /econd. This 


key, therefore, is of no ſervice in this caſe, and our 
Lord, by exprefling himſelf as he has done, could not 
* his hearers into what is called a dangerous 
m e235 E "ae 1 4 . : N 


| When our Lord (aid that bis Farber war greater than 


be,” did he make any reſerve, and ſecretly mean; not 
his whole Jelf, but only part, and the inferior of 
—_ — 9 noe being equal in power and glory 
with the Father? How mean the prevarication, and 
how unworthy of our Lord! * - LPS, GOT 


When 
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20 Obſervations concerning + 
When our Lord ſaid that 20: time of the day of judgs 


ment ' was not known 10 himfe 45 the Son, but to the 


Father. only, could he mean that his / humanity only 
did not know it, but that his divinity. (which is 
ſuppoſed to be intimately united with his humanity) 
was as well acquainted with it as the Father himſelf ? 
If the human nature of Chriſt had been incapable of 
having that knowledge communicatcd to it, the de- 
claration would have been needleſs ; but as that was 
not the caſe, his hearers muſt neceſſarily underſtand 
him as ſpeaking of himſelf in his higheſt capacity; as 
he certainly muſt do, if at all, when he- ſpeaks of 
himſelf as the Son, correſponding to. the Father. 

If Chriſt had not ſatisfied the J 8 0 

mean to make himſelf equal with God, would they 
not have produced it againſt him at his trial, When he 
was condemned as a blaſphemer, becauſe he confeſſed 
that he was the Chriſt only: and yet no jew expected 
any thing more than a man for their Meſſiah, aud our 
Saviour na where intimates. that they vers miſtaken. in 


fn It is plain that Martha conſidered 
upon God, when ſhe ſaid to him, John xi. 22. J l 


15 


evill give it tbees . 
Farther obſervations concerning the de&rine of Atonement. 


Abril, of which Mr. Elwall and Mr. Penn 
with ſuch great and juſt indignation, I would ob- 
erve, that it is impaſſihle to reconcile it withthe doc rine 
of free grace, which, according to the uniform tenor of 
the ſcriptures, is ſo fully diſplayed in the pardon of fin, 
and the Se of ſinners. When, therefore, the 
apoſtle. Paul ſays, Rom, iii. 24. That we are juſtified 
emption that i: 
in Chrift Jeſus, the meaning of the latter clauſe muſt 
be interpreted in ſuch a manner as to- make it confiſ- 
tent with the former; and it is far from requiring any 
force or ſtraining of the text to do it. For it is only 


neceſſary to ſuppoſe that our redamptien (or, as the 


word properly .tignifies, and is indeed frequently ren- 
dered by OE tranſlators, our deliverance) from the 
mt N | | 2 power 


ews that he did not 


that even now, whatſoruer thoy wilt aſs of Gad, God 


L 7 1TH reſpeRt to the doftrine of the /aris/a&ion e 


thi T6850 of Mö. | 46 


power of fin, . s, our repentance and reformation, with- 


out which there is no promiſe of pardon, is effected 
by the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, who came 10 call faners 
to repentance ; but ſtill God is to be conſidered as the 

giver, and not the receiver with refped to our redem 
tion; for we read that he ſpared not his own jor, but 

gave him up for us all. Rom vill. 32 
To ſay that 


doctrine. If a perſon owe me a ſum of money, and I 


chuſe to have the debt diſcharged, is it not the ſame 


thing, whether I remit the debt at once, or ſupply ano- 
ther perſon with money wherewith' to pay me in the 
debtor's name? If ſatisfaction be made to any purpoſe, 
it muſt be, in ſome manner, in which the offender may 
bea ſufferer, and the offended perſon againer ; but it can 
never be reconciled to equity, or anſwer any good pur- 
poſe whatever, to make the innocent ſuffer the puniſh - 
ment of the guilty. If, as Abraham ſays, it be far from 


God to ſlay the righteous-with the withtd, and that the 


righteous ſhould wicked, Gen. xviii. 25, much 
farther muſt it be from him to ſlay the righteous in/tead 
of the wicked. | | | dhe 
If it had been inconſiſtent with the divine juſtice to 
ardon fin upon repentance only, without ſome farther 


atisfaction, we might have expected to have found it 


expreſily ſaid to be fo in the ſcriptures ; but no ſuch de- 
claration can be produced either from the Old or the 
New Teſtament. All that can be pretended is, that it 
may be inferred from it. Though good works are re- 
commended to us in the ſtrongeſt manner, it is never 


with any falvo or caution, as if they were not of 


themſelves acceptable to God. The declarations of the 
divine mercy to the penitent are all abſolute, without 
the moſt diſtant hint of their having a reference to 
any confideration on which they are » Thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive, Pſalm Ixxxiv 5. To 
the ford our God belong mercies and Tee, though 
we have rebelled againſt him. Dan. ix. 3. When Da- 
vid and other penitents confeſs their fins, and intreat 
for pardon, they refer themſelves to the divine merey 
only, without | 
thing farther. Remember not the fins of my youth, nor 
my tranſgreſſions ; according to thy mercy remember thou 
me for thy goodne/5 ſake, O Lord. Pialm xxv. 6. It 


God the Father provided an atonement. 
for his own offended juſtice is, in fact, to give up the 
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 availing ſacrifice ; but to good works only. Thou deft 


expected a ſuffering Meſtab; and yet it is plain that 


. deayoured to reconcile his diſciples, to his death, in his 


How would a modern divine have harangued.upon the 
occaſion, and what adyantage inight he have taken of 


J : 


22 Obſervations N Ten ed 
It is particularly remarkable, that when ſacrifices. 

under the law are expreſsly ſaid not to be ſufficient for 

the pardon of ſin, we are never referred to any more 


reſt not ſacrifice, elſe would 1 give it; thou delighteſt not in 
burnt efering. The ſacrifices of the Lord are à broken ' 
Spirit. A Sroken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not deſpiſe. Pſalm Ii. 16, 17. If any of the Jews 
had had the leaſt notion of the neceſſiry of any atone- 
ment for the fins of mankind, they could not but have 
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the very beſt of them had no ſuch idea. And though 
our Saviour frequently explains the reaſon of his com- 
ing, and the neceſſity of his ſuffering, it is never on any 
ſuch account. If he had done it any where, it might 
have been expected in thoſe diſcourſes by which he en- 


ſolemn prayer before his ſufferings, at the time of his 
agony in the garden, or when he was upon the cyals ; 
yet nothing of this kind drops from him on any of 
theſe occaſions, © _ | RISE a 
When our Lord deſcribes the proceedings of the dax 
of judgment, he doth not repreſent the righteous as re- 
ferring themſelves to the ſufferings or merit of their 
Judge for their juſtification ; and the judge himſelf ex- 
preſsly grounds it on their good works only. Though 
St. Peter, in his diſcourſe: to the Jews on the day of 
Pentecoſt, ſpeaks of their fin in murdering Chriſt as. 
of a heinous nature, he ſays not a word of the neceſſity 
cf any atonement, or that an ample ſatisfaction had 
juſt been made, by means of their very wickedneſs. 
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the cry of the Jews, His blood be upon us, and upon our 
children. But St. Peter only exhorts to repentance, 
and ſpeaks of the death of Chriſt, as an event that 
took place according to the foreknowledge of Gd. 


All thediſcourſes of St. Paul upon various occaſions, 12 
in the book of Acts, are intirely moral. In his cele- bi 
brated ſpeech at Athens, he only urges his hearers to re- te; 
pentance, from the conſideration of a future judgment. W 

| He ſays not a word of what is now called the true goſ- co 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt. In ſhort, it is only from the literal W 


interpretationof a few figurative expreſſions in the ſcrip- 


| tures 
\ ; 


tranſabftantiation, has been derived ; and it is certainly 
a doctrine highly injurious to God; and if we, Who 


tisfied thatyou have hitherto iſtaken, dare to avow 82 
the truth, and act conſiſtently with it. Dread the conſe - ol 
quence of joining, with an enlightened mind, in che * 


count of his union wwith the father, when they beliene 
no more of his proper divinity than profeſſed Arians 
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_ 7 doctriue of - Atonement. | 23 
tures that this doctri ne of atonement, as. well as that of 


are commanded to imitate God, ſhould act upon the 
maxims of it, it would be ſubverſive of the amia- 
ble part of virtue in men. We ſhould be implacable 
and unmerciful, inſiſting upon the uttermoſt farthing. 


(CON OLU BIN . 


Y Chriftian Brethren, if the reading of theſe 
tracts give riſe to any dowbts or /cruples in 
our minds, with reſpe& to ſome doctrines which you 
how been uſed to conſider as trus and fundamental, in 
the chriſtian religion, inquire farther ; and if you be a- 
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idolatrous worſhip. creature, though enjoined by 
any human — — HS the — of Chriſt, 
Thou ſhalt wor ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve ; Matt. iv. io, and alſo that awful voice from 
heaven, reſpecting all antichriſtian corruptions of the, 
goſpel, in myſlical Babylon; Come out of ber, my fieople, 

that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive 
not E her plagues. Rev. xvili. 4. 8 
Think not to avail yourſelves of the wretched equi- 
vocation of many divines, who imagive that they may, 
ſafely afcribe all divine honours to Jeſus Chriſt, on ac- 
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or Socinians. By this artiſice they ſecure the reputa- 
tion and emoluments of orthodoxy ; but let them con- 
fider the value of the purchaſe, and the price they give 
for it. To mere worldly conſiderations, to the prai/e 
of men, and filthy lucre, they ſacrifice that integrity, for 
the loſs of which worlds cannot compenſate. -.. 
The publiſher of theſe tracts does not conceal his 
name through the fear of any thing that men can /ay of 
bin, or do to him, but merely to give what he has writ. | 
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ten a better chance of being read without prejudice. 4 * 
What he has done is out of a fincere- -will and =", 
compaſſion to the multitude, who believe they know not- oY 
what, or why, and what is of more conſequence, who . Fa 
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